
MATERIALS  

 

I have never been much of a gardener, although I have tried on several different occasions to grow a few things. Through trial and 

error, I’ve discovered some necessities to producing a good harvest. It is necessary to have the right tools for the job. Depending 

on the size of the garden patch, it’s a good idea to have a few good gardening implements, and if the size of the garden is sufficient, 

it is helpful to have a good mechanical tiller or small garden tractor. Successful gardeners have developed certain cultivating 

techniques that help the process. Finally, it takes good seed and a healthy dose of fertilizer to make sure plants sprout and grow to 

accomplish a good harvest of produce. 

 

Jesus said, “Look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!” (John 4:35). Let’s think about those tools that produce a 

good harvest in the context of the life of our church. 

 

Our church facility is the base of operations in the life of our family. We constructed a building to give our ministry a base, not to 

give the community a showplace or a landmark. As our mission and ministry grow in the years ahead, we must be ready to 

upgrade our ministry facility to support that changing ministry. We must also provide the resources needed to sustain that 

ministry, such as Bible study curriculum materials, transportation support, and the normal operating resources that a base of 

ministry requires, including staff salaries and building utilities. 

 

Our mission requires a stable and strong foundation of operations. That foundation is accomplished as we eliminate our debt, 

establish a reserve of resources, and achieve our Financial Ministry Action Plan from year to year. 

 

Finally, we must be ready to seed the mission of our church and liberally nourish that seed. Planting the seed and spreading the 

fertilizer is never a pleasant part of gardening, but it’s a vital step in the process. Our mission requires the participation of our 

members in regular, biblical giving in order to pay for all of the requirements of the mission God has given to His church. 

 

Goals 

If we are to achieve the goals of Vision 2025, we must set both short-term and long-term goals for the material needs of our 

mission. Here are the goals we have established to help our church achieve the material requirements of Vision 2025.  

 

• Meet or exceed 2019’s Financial Ministry Action Plan by being 100 percent faithful with tithes and offering throughout the 

year.   

• Have at least 75 percent of IBC’s active membership complete Financial Peace University by the end of 2021. 

 

The faithful gardener is rewarded with a good harvest that fills the pantry and enhances the table for months to come. God will 

reward and bless us as we follow His direction and fulfill our responsibilities to support His kingdom’s work. When you see the 

commitment cards for Vision 2025 in the next few weeks, resolve to be a faithful participant in the mission and ministry God has 

given IBC. 

  

Jerome 


