
Last month our faith family was introduced to Vision 2025 and its four areas of focus—membership, ministry, missions, and 

materials. In the coming months we will continue to unfold details of this God sized vision, starting this month with the first “M”—

Membership.   

In a day when commitment is a rare commodity, it should come as no surprise that church  membership is ranked as a low priority 

in the life of many believers. Sadly, it is not uncommon for Christians to move from church to church, never submitting themselves 

to the care and ministry of church leadership and never committing themselves to a group of fellow believers. The     national 

average of Sundays which professing Christians attend church is one a month. Statistics reveal that church attendance has been in 

decline for over three decades; however, is church “attendance” an appropriate barometer for the health and success of a church?  

Those who are numbers-obsessed (that is those who allow the numbers to dictate the success or failure of a ministry or church) 

would quickly answer “yes,” but, I believe, church “attendance” is a          theologically weak concept.  People can attend a concert, a 

dance, or a sporting event and when        believers equate showing up to a building on a particular day of the week to attending one 

of these social engagements—the result is exactly what many churches are experiencing today—apathetic congregations, 

extinguished enthusiasm, anemic giving, and lackluster   worship services.  

Church membership is not simply having one’s name on a piece of paper, in some filing cabinet, in some building labeled as a 

“church.” Nowhere in the New Testament is the church ever referred to as a building. The “church” is made of up every true believer 

in Jesus Christ. We see that expressed in the structure and format of the local church. Church membership is being part of a family 

and truly is a covenant relationship between the local church and an individual. The church’s role is to help the individual become a 

fully-developing follower of Christ. The individual’s role is to align with the church’s purpose outlined in Scripture and commit to 

supporting the responsibility, testimony, unity, and ministry of the church. 

Why is this important? There are five factors that help answer that question. First is the Obedience Factor. Scripture commands us 

to be an active part of a body of believers. That active participation is external evidence of a heart that loves the Lord and wants to 

be obedient to Him (Mark 12:28-30). Second is the Frequency Factor. This factor is so important because being involved in the life 

of the church helps prevent spiritual erosion (Heb 10:24-25). Third is the Togetherness Factor. This is one of the main 

characteristics of the early church (Acts 2:42). They did not just do “church” together—they did LIFE together.  Bear in mind that 

togetherness is not just socializing.  The essence of fellowship is the one anothers: praying for one another, loving one another, 

forgiving one another, rebuking one another, reproving one another, building up one another, and restoring one another (1 John 

3:11, 16-17).  

Fourth is the Edification Factor. Edification is the main purpose of corporate worship, which is the preaching and teaching of God’s 

Word (Eph 4:12). Peter writes some great words of encouragement about edification in the faith, “Like newborn infants, long for the 

pure    spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good” (1 Pet 2:2). As 

believers, we should crave spiritual milk so that we may grow up in our salvation and one day be ready to partake of the solid food 

of the faith. Where does that edification process (spiritual growth) take place? It occurs when the church comes together for 

corporate worship, during Bible    studies, during fellowship, etc. Last is the Next Generation Factor. Check out the words of Asaph 

in Psalm 78 and answer this question—what kind of legacy are you leaving for your children?  

The health, vitality, and impact of our faith family is directly tied to our understanding and application of membership. If we are to 

be prepared to reach our community and the world with the message of the gospel, then each of us must focus first on a growing              

relationship with Jesus Christ that includes growing in our knowledge of Scripture, our understanding of Christ’s love, the meaning 

and          importance of accountability to each other, and in our desire to tell others about the difference God makes in our lives. 

How? By spending time regularly reading God’s Word, memorizing Scripture, getting involved in at least one small group, having 

consistent daily prayer time, and intentionally being a witness for Jesus Christ.  

Our goal for this area of Vision 2025 is to have at least 85% of IBC’s membership committed to growing in their faith in 2019. As we    

approach the end of 2018, there will be an opportunity for you to make that commitment by completing a commitment card in this 

and the other three areas of Vision 2025. I want to challenge and encourage you to begin praying about the commitment you will 

make in 2019 to the Lord and His church in the area of membership. May it be for His glory and the church’s good! 

Brent           


